mental, the species was later promoted as a forage crop and for stabilizing eroding banks (Winberry & Jones 1973; Alderman 2004) . It is now estimated to occupy approximately 3000 km² in the southeastern United States and is increasing its coverage by over 500 km² a year (Sage et al. 2008) . Kudzu is classified in most states where it occurs as a noxious weed. It is prohibited and banned as potentially invasive in Connecticut and Massachusetts (United States Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service*). In Canada it is the subject of a fact sheet in the series 'Ontario's Least Wanted' produced by the Ontario Invasive Plant Council but it has no official status and is not designated a noxious weed under the Weed Control Act (M. Irvine, personal communication to G.E.W.).
The discovery near Leamington is the first reliable observation of Kudzu in Canada. Winberry and Jones (1973) state that Kudzu had been reported in Nova Scotia, but it is neither included in the Flora of Nova Scotia (Zinck 1998*) nor are there specimens in the E. C. Smith Herbarium at Acadia University in Wolfville, Nova Scotia (R. Newell, personal communication to G.E.W.). The Atlantic Canada Conservation Data Centre considers it reported but unconfirmed and it has not been officially listed in the flora of Nova Scotia (S. Blaney, personal communication to G.E.W.)
The Lake Erie shore at this location ( Mega chile sculpturalis Smith, a giant resin bee. Seeds gathered in the first week of November, after a killing frost, had an 80% germination rate (16 of 20 seeds) using the method described by Susko et al. (1999 Susko et al. ( , 2001 There is concern that Kudzu could function as an alternative overwintering host to Soybean Rust (Phakopsora pachyrizi) and thus provide an innoculum reservoir (T. Anderson, personal communication to G.E.W.). In 2009, the tableland above the lake bank was planted to Soybean, Glycine max. Although Kudzu vines had grown 14 m into the Soybean field there was no evidence that they were infected with rust (T. Anderson, personal communication to G.E.W.).
The provenance of this station is unknown as the present owner states that it was extant when he acquired the property over a decade ago. It may have been planted to stabilize the eroding bank. Kudzu is found in the adjacent state of Michigan at two locations along the Lake Michigan shore at a distance of over 300 km from the Ontario site. It also occurs in Ohio near the south shore of Lake Erie in East Cleveland about 100 km distant across the lake (A. A. Reznicek, personal communication to G.E.W.). In these locations it does not appear to be aggressively expanding from the original site. Given the high seed viability, it is likely that Kudzu will spread within the immediate area and perhaps further into southern Ontario, especially with climatic warming, unless measures are taken to prevent its dispersal.
Specimen vouchers: ONTARIO: Essex: shore of Lake Erie near Leamington, 42°02'07.01"N, 82°39' 19.11"W. G. E. Waldron and P. J. Hurst, 11 May 2009 (MICH); shore of Lake Erie, Leamington 42.03509, -82.65474, D. Mooij, 22 September 2009 (DAO 844785, DAO-CFIA 525, 543, 544) .
